
 

Public Health & Safety Kicked to the Curb as California Assembly 
Committee Approves Dangerous 4 a.m. Bar Bill Experiment 

Senator Wiener Insults Experts & Dismisses Data While Pushing                      
His Own "Junk Science" 

SACRAMENTO, Calif., June 29, 2018 -- Alcohol Justice and the California Alcohol 
Policy Alliance (CAPA) expressed disgust as a one vote-majority of the California State 
Assembly Governmental Organization Committee (GO) voted to allow Senator Wiener's 
dangerous SB 905 4 a.m. bar bill experiment to proceed.   

"In the face of overwhelming evidence that two more hours of alcohol sales would 
increase death and injury, a negligent one-vote majority of this committee sided with the 
author. They turned a blind eye to street violence, ER visits, impaired driving, and traffic 
chaos," stated Bruce Lee Livingston, Executive Director / CEO of Alcohol Justice.  

Fatal DUI is a chronic, worsening problem for California. "We saw a surge in traffic 
fatalities in 2016, a 16.2% increase with over 1000 people losing their lives in DUI 
related crashes," stated Lynne Brown, Program Manager/Law Enforcement Liaison, 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD). "Putting freshly impaired drivers on the road at 
4 or 5 a.m., with commuters and carpoolers, highway workers and families will, based on 
data from areas who have adopted later service hours for alcohol, most certainly lead to 
more deaths on California roadways. For that reason, MADD California is opposed to SB 
905." 

"In an ongoing display of hypocrisy, Senator Wiener once again evoked the trauma of 
losing an aunt to a DUI crash, claiming he would never do anything to cause that kind of 
harm to others," stated Michael Scippa, Public Affairs Director at Alcohol Justice. "Yet 
this is the second bill he has authored that will surely add to the current annual 
catastrophe of alcohol-related harm in California. His statement defies common sense. 
In addition, by calling his opponents' testimony 'hyperbole' he insulted the experts and 
the peer-reviewed science that proves more harm follows two or more hours of late night 
alcohol service." 

"As health professionals promoting the common good, we believe that health 
considerations should trump the financial profits of special interests in considering 
changes to public policy," reported Mark B Horton, MD, MSPH, Health Leadership 
Consultant, Prior State Health Officer and Director, California Department of Public 
Health. "Health versus profits--the choice should be easy." 

In response to the author's continued mischaracterization of SB 905 as a 'local control' 
measure, there is consensus among opponents that there is no such thing as local 
control in alcohol policy and that the harm from one city's decision to change last-call 



times will "splash" over to every surrounding community. SB 905, like three other failed 4 
a.m. bar bills over the past 15 years, will spread alcohol overconsumption, loss of life, 
injury, and nuisance across the state.  

Carson Benowitz-Fredericks, Research Manager at Alcohol Justice, summarized the 
existing evidence supporting how the acute effects of extending alcohol sales would 
spread to "Splash Zones" surrounding the seven cities mentioned in the bill: Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Sacramento, Oakland, Long Beach, West Hollywood, and Palm 
Springs. He also commented that "…a true 'pilot project' would cover a small sample, not 
the 76% of the state's population that will be exposed to additional alcohol-related harms 
if SB 905 becomes law." He also stated that "…the bill does not contain any language 
detailing the collection or analysis of data, or even how to pay for this so-called 'pilot 
project.'" He concluded his remarks by stating, "…there is no evidence of 'California 
Exceptionalism' suggesting we'll be immune to the harms that affect everyone else. 
We're subject to gravity just like the rest of the world." 

"The science is clear on the dangers of keeping bars in California open an extra two 
hours as proposed by Senator Wiener's bill, SB 905," said Ramon Castellblanch, Ph.D., 
President, Quality Healthcare Concepts, Professor Emeritus, Health Education, San 
Francisco State. "All harms related to alcohol will increase The source of this conclusion 
is of the highest standards, coming from a team based at the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control after its rigorous analysis of all available research. "In contrast, Senator Weiner's 
claim that there is no correlation between extended bar hours and drunk-driving wrecks 
totally ignores the dozens of factors confounding an analysis of a state's rate of drunk-
driving wrecks.  His claim is not research in any sense; it is just industry-backed 
obfuscation of the hazards of his bill."   

Dr. Castellblanch then responded to an inappropriate, ageist remark by self-professed 
"millennial" Assemblymember Evan Low (D-Campbell). Low directed a personal 
question to the expert asking for his personal experience in going out late for a drink. Dr. 
Castellblanch responded, "…anecdotal evidence of anyone here is irrelevant. What is 
relevant is what the research from the CDC says which found more harms when keeping 
the bars open another two hours." 

This data most often referred to and consistently ignored or dismissed by Wiener & his 
supporters came from a U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) task force led by 
Jonathan Fielding, M.D., M.P.H., M.A., M.B.A, Distinguished Professor UCLA Fielding 
School of Public Health and UCLA Geffen School of Medicine. The U.S. Community 
Preventive Services Task Force found in a peer-reviewed, global meta-analysis that 
every 2-hour increase in last-call times results in greater vehicle crash injuries and E.R. 
admissions. (Hahn et al., 2010) Dr. Fielding stated, "…I have no reason to believe that 
an increase in hours of sale anywhere in the U.S. would have different results." 

California currently suffers over 10,500 alcohol-related deaths and $34 billion in costs 
annually. The California Office of Traffic Safety has reported that fatal DUI is a chronic, 
worsening problem for the state. Between 2014 and 2016, alcohol-related crash deaths 
rose 21%. That number can only go up with two additional hours of alcohol consumption. 
Thus, the only benefit of selling alcohol between 2 and 4 a.m. will be greater profits to 
bar, restaurant, and club owners in the party zones the bill will create. While the public 
and all levels of government will be forced to continue to cover the costs of mitigating the 
harms that follow. 



The eleven members of the California Assembly Governmental Organization Committee 
who valued nightlife over all life by voting YES on Wiener's poorly constructed and 
funded seven-city, five-year experiment: 

• Aguiar-Curry (Winters)   
• Berman (Palo Alto)  
• Bonta (Alameda)  
• Eduardo Garcia (Coachella)  
• Gipson (Carson)  
• Gloria (San Diego)  
• Gray, Chair, (Merced)  
• Jones-Sawyer (Los Angeles)  
• Kiley (Rocklin)  
• Low (Campbell)  
• Rubio (Baldwin Park) 

Six Assemblymembers sided with the grateful opposition and voted NO:   

• Acosta (Santa Clarita)  
• Bigelow (O'Neals)  
• Cooley (Rancho Cordova)  
• Gallagher (Yuba City)  
• Lackey (Palmdale)  
• Levine (San Rafael) 

Four Assemblymembers did not vote:   

• Cooper (Elk Grove)  
• Daly (Anaheim)  
• Salas (Bakersfield)  
• Waldron (Escondido)  

The bill now heads to the Assembly Appropriations Committee where Wiener’s 2017 
attempt was stopped. In this committee, the Governor's Finance Department will share 
an opinion that will have great importance on whether the bill progresses to a floor vote 
later this summer. At the moment, there is no language in SB 905 for additional funding 
for the proper design or execution of a true "pilot study", or for a definitive state source of 
revenue for local enforcement or emergency services to deal with projected increases in 
alcohol-related violence and traffic crashes after 4 a.m. 

For more information go to AlcoholJustice.org.  Click here to TAKE ACTION, to tell the 
Assembly & Governor Brown to STOP SB 905.  
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Asian-American Drug Abuse Project, Inc. (AADAP) 
ADAPT San Ramon Valley  
Alcohol Justice  
Alcohol Policy Panel of San Diego County  
Barbary Coast Neighborhood Association  
California Alcohol Policy Alliance  
California College and University Police Chiefs Association  



California Council for Alcohol Problems  
Cambodian Association of America 
CASA for Healthy Neighborhoods 
Center for Human Development 
Center for Open Recovery 
Cesar Chavez Commemorative Committee of San Fernando Valley 
Coalition for Drug Free Escondido  
Coalition to Prevent Alcohol-Related Harms in LA Metro (COPALM) 
Coastal Communities Drug-Free Coalition 
Community Alliance for Drug Free Youth (CADFY) 
Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse  
County Behavioral Health Directors Association of California 
County of Marin Board of Supervisors  
California Friday Night Live Partnership  
Day One 
Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder Network of Southern CA 
Health Officers Association of California 
Institute for Public Strategies 
Los Angeles County Commission on Alcohol and other Drugs 
Los Angeles Drug and Alcohol Policy Alliance 
Lutheran Office of Public Policy-California 
Mission Neighborhood Centers, Inc. 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving  
Mountain Communities Coalition Against Substance Abuse 
National Asian Pacific Families Against Substance Abuse (NAPAFASA) 
National Coalition Against Prescription Drug Abuse  
National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence  
National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence – San Fernando Valley 
North Coastal Prevention Coalition  
National Liquor Law Enforcement Association  
One East Palo Alto 
Pacoima Urban Village 
PARTS Salinas 
Partnership for Positive Pomona 
Peace Officers Association of Los Angeles County (POALAC) 
Project SAFER Educational Foundation  
Pueblo y Salud, Inc.  
Reach Out Against Drugs El Segunda 
Rethinking Alcohol and other Drugs  
San Diegans for Safe Neighborhoods  
San Diego Police Chiefs’ and Sheriff’s Association 
San Marcos Prevention Coalition  
SF Prevention Coalition  
Sonoma County Board of Supervisors  
Tarzana Treatment Centers 
The Wall Las Memorias Project 
United Coalition East Prevention Project (UCEPP) 



United Neighborhoods for Los Angeles  
Wellness & Prevention Center San Clemente  
West County Alcohol & Marijuana Prescription Drug Coalition (AMPD) 
West Hollywood Project 
Westside Impact Coalition 
Youth Leadership Institute (YLI) 
Thousands of letters from the public  
 

CONTACT: Michael Scippa 415 548-0492 

 Jorge Castillo   213 840-3336 
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